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FIGUERES SUPPORTS PANAMA' S POSITION ON CANAL ZORE

Z§eport on President Figueres trip to Panama by epecial corre-
gpondent Bosco Valverde Calderon; San Jose, L@ Nacion, Spanish,
30 January 1973, pp 2, 4/

President Jose Figueres of Costa Rleca, who met today with
~ Gen Omar Torrijos, Paname's strong man, promised his support for
this nation in the position that it has been maintaining with re-
spect to its sovereignty over the Panama Canal Zone.
Figueress who arrived. in Panama today at 1030 hours, was
lodged in the presidential suite- of the.El Panama.Hotel, whers
he held & conference for more than 3> hours with Gen Omar Torrijos.

~ The meeting, at which the ministers of agriculture, public
security, industry and commerce, and the interior were precent,
wes declared to be of a strictly secret nature and, of course,
reporters were not permitted to be present. The meeting began at
1530 hours and President Figueres and General Torrijos were com-
pletely alone at first. ILater the ministers were included in the
t&lkso ' o - ' :

 Elimination of -Pa-sépbrts' )

, One of the most important agreements that was reached is

the elimination of passports for travelers from both countries.
According to the agreement that was reached by Torrijos and Figusrss,
which reguires ths approval of the legislative assembly, citizens

of Panama will be able to travel to Costa Rica by simply showing
their identification cards and vice versa, The elimination of
documents for inter-Central American traveleras has besn a long-

time aspiration of President Figueres.,

Ihe Security Council

Another topic broached by Torrijos and: Figueres during their
long conversation this afternoon concerned the points that are to
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be dealt with during'the next meeting of the United Nations Se-
curity Counc¢il, which will be held in Panama this coming March,
However, ine topic wes declared Blrictly secret and the spokesman

stated that ne was not guthticrized to make public the details of
the convearsation on'thia.mattero

A Trade Trasty

‘ The negotiation of a new trade treaty between Costea Rica
and Pansma wes aiso discussed, Inasmuch as the exigting one has
8xpired. The Costa Rican winister of sconomy and industries,
Atterney Jorge Sanchez Mendez, held & meeting with his Panamanian
colloague in order to deal with this matten, AL the end of their
talks, he scemed very Pleased, noting that perhaps in March it
might be possibie to sign a nsw trade agreement. :

Sanchez Mendez told s Neclon that both Panams and Costa
Rica will form conmittees with reprasentatives of public and

private initiative in order to prepare drafts of bills from which
they expect to get one that is properly prepared.,

Internsations] Banane ALgrecment

, . Rodolfo Gurdian, well-known Oosta Rican bananz producer
‘who was addsd to the delegation that is accompanying FPresident
- Flgusres on his tour through Puerto Rico and Panama, algo parti=-
cipsted in the meetling with Gen Omar Torrijos, Specifically, he
posed ths need for Panamz to adhsre to the Declaration of Guayaquil,
in which the possibility cf establishing an international banana
agrzaement aimilar to the one that already exists for coffee iam
set forth. ‘ ' , I

Gurdian told Torrijcs that Costa Rica had already adhered
to that Declarstion of Guayaqull end he explained to him that that
declaration is aimed at getting &ll the producer nstions to come

to an agreement in order o maintain & consistent level of inter-
-natlonal prices for the fruit. ' L

Goneral Torrijos, as 1t transpired, gave his consent for

Panama to sign the declaration, which would make El Salvador and
Honduras the only ones lsft to sndorse it.

Yages and Boclel Conditions

With regard to trade unions, President Flgueres posed thé
need to Torrijes for the worker movemente in the American area in
general, specifically Coste Rica and Panama, to strive for

equality of wages and living conditionas so that there will be no
unrair competition between the countries. o :
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General Torfijos was in complete agreemsnt and emphasized
that "we do not want cheap labor to be exported."

Mutuzl Funds

Among the other topies that he dealt with in his conference
with General Torrijos, Preslident Figueres broached the one con=-
cerning mutual funds. "He wanted to share (with General Torrijos)
his viewpoints on the previously-mentioned mutual funds," etated
the spokesman who made the report at the conclusion of the meeting.

Figueres explained to'Tornijos how the Costa Rican Govern-
ment is trying -- and it has succeeded, according to Figueres «w
to invest the current assets of the mutual funds so that instead

. of Costa Rican capital converted into dollars going to the already

developed and industrialized countries, the current assets are
invested and dollars from the mutual funds end up being invested
in the countriges that need that injection of capital for their
deéevelopment. : '

About Robe;t;Vesco

Figueres explained to General Torrijos about the attacks
by the international press which he has been the object of due to
having agreed to the business activitlies of investor Robert Vesco.
Figueres reliterated that Costa Rlca respects the decisions of
courts -- in this case, U.S. ones -- if the courts explain them,
but he stated that our country does not for that reason have to
turn into Iinternational police just in order to stop the entrance
of capital. President Figueres' position was listened to atten-
tively by Gen Omar Torrijos, who reserved his opinions on the
matter. : ' : .

Economic Development s

At the conclusion of their conversation, both leaders
stated that a spirit of deep understanding prevailed during the
course of the meeting and they said that the objective of both
is the promotlion «- at 8ll costs -- of sconomic development and
social Justice in their respective countriss by means of an ade-
Quate distribution of national wealth. ‘

A _Reception
 After resting for a few minutes in his room at the Panama

Hotel, President Figueres went to the Presidential FPalace to take

part in the reception in his honor that the Panamanian President,
Demetrio Lakas, gave last night. :
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o Todey President Figueres will reciprocate the honor be-
stowed on him by the Panamanian authorities by giving a luncheocn
~-for them at noon,

-

An -Award

_ During last night's reception at the Presidential Palace

an averd cerewmony wes held for Jose Maris Figueres, the oldest
son of the Costa Rican President, who was graduvated as a pares-
- chutist from the school of Parachutiste in the Canal Zone.

Batlegfied

The Coste Rican Chiszf Executlive, who arrived in Panams this
worning a® 1030 hours on board e Panamanian alr forece plane coming
from San Juan, Puerto Rico, said ne was very satisfied with his
visit to that 1sland, wher: he attended & military dinner Sunday
night. PFigueres confirmed that he 1s prepared to act as an intep-
mediary to achieve the liveration of the political prisoners in
Cubs. He expresssed his solidarity with the Cuban exiles who ars
reacy to fight for the liberation of their country, but he re-
lterated that they should do so with a great deal of caution.

Todey He Will Visit Public Works | -

This morning Presideni Jose Figueres, accompanied by General
Torrijoe and President lakas, will visit some of the most important
works thet the present government is carrying out on the ocutskiris
of the capital. "It 18 & pity that we cannot take you to the
provinces to see sverything that we are doing," General Torrijos
told Figueres last night, a little after theipr 3-hour meeting.

The First ladv

S

- ¥hile tha Costa Rican Chief Executive visits works near the
capital, the first lady, Dona Xaren, with her youngest daughter
Kirsten, will visit a rehabilitation home and other soclal welfare
works here in Panama. -Ths wives of the ministers and ths rest of
Figueres' companions will go with the first lady on this trip.

A Press Conference

, - It was announced that today at noon, shortly beforc de-
parting for San Jose, President Figueres will hold & press con-
ference at which General Torrijos is also expacted to be present.

. The return of the Costa Rican Chief Executive and his
retinuve is set Tor today at 1600 hours, Panama time. He will be
.- 8ent off with military honors at the Tocumen airport, the sans

~way that he was received yesterday. ) o
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